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Good Beginnings Do Not Guarantee A Good End 
 
2CH 24:1 Joash was seven years old when he became king, and he reigned in 
Jerusalem forty years. His mother's name was Zibiah; she was from Beersheba. 2 
Joash did what was right in the eyes of the LORD all the years of Jehoiada the 
priest.  
 
Joash was seven years old when he became king, over a kingdom in turmoil and 
rebellion against God. 
 
2 Chronicles tells us he reigned for 40 years after which time he was injured in 
battle and murdered by his officials.  What went wrong during the course of the 
life of Joash which seemed to begin with such promise but ended in such 
tragedy? 
 
Verse 2 of 2 Chronicles chapter 24 tells us “Joash did what was right in the eyes 
of the Lord…” 
 
Initially this sounds very hopeful, however it adds a little qualifier, a little clue to 
the nature of the problem with Joash.  It says “Joash did what was right in the 
eyes of the LORD all the years of Jehoiada the priest.” 
 
This seems to indicate that there would be a time in his life when he would stop 
doing what was right in the eyes of the LORD. 
 
The story picks up a few years later when Joash decides to rebuild and restore 
the temple of the LORD.  Although Joash gives the order for the priests and 
Levites to begin collecting money designated for the restoration of the temple, 
the Bible tells us “But the Levites did not act at once”. 
 
The lack of respect the Levites show seems to be another indication to us that 
something is not right with the life of Joash. 
 
The noticeable turning point in Joash’s life is revealed to us dramatically when 
the high priest Jehoiada dies. 
 
2CH 24:15 Now Jehoiada was old and full of years, and he died at the age of a 
hundred and thirty… 2CH 24:17 After the death of Jehoiada, the officials of Judah 
came and paid homage to the king, and he listened to them. 18 They abandoned 
the temple of the LORD, the God of their fathers, and worshiped Asherah poles 
and idols. Because of their guilt, God's anger came upon Judah and Jerusalem. 19 
Although the LORD sent prophets to the people to bring them back to him, and 
though they testified against them, they would not listen. 
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There are some interesting points worth mentioning from these events.  Firstly it 
is interesting to notice that these officials chose this particular time to come and 
visit the king.  How come they never came and visited the king with advice while 
the High Priest Jehoiada was around? 
 
Secondly, notice that first they pay “homage” to the king. And it is at this point 
that the life of Joash begins to turn away from “doing what is right in the eyes of 
the LORD.” 
 
Perhaps filled with pride over the New Found attentions Joash receives, he 
begins to listen to these “officials” and quickly abandons worship of the One True 
God.  Again this raises the question of what went wrong with Joash, who had 
such a promising beginning. 
 
The answer lies not in the description given at the beginning of Joash’s life but 
rather from what is Missing from the description of his life. 
 
After Joash, came king Amaziah of which the Bible tells us: 
 
2CH 25:2 2 He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, but not wholeheartedly. 
 
Next came Uzziah:  
 

4 He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, just as his father Amaziah had 
done. 
 
But wait a minute, Amaziah did not follow the LORD wholeheartedly. 
 
Then there was king Jotham: 
 
2CH 27:2 2 He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, just as his father Uzziah 
had done 
 
Notice the progression of service to the LORD, seems to be getting weaker and 
weaker, each son serving with perhaps a little less devotion than the previous 
father, until we get to king Ahaz. 
 
2CH 28:1 Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he reigned in 
Jerusalem sixteen years. Unlike David his father, he did not do what was right in 
the eyes of the LORD. 
 
Finally we have reached our point in the progression where the kings just stop 
even trying. 
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It’s interesting to note that each of these kings was DOING what was right in 
the eyes of the LORD.”  Yet none of them were RIGHT in the eyes of the LORD.  
Something was missing, something was wrong, something was absent from the 
devotions of their hearts and lives. 
 
Isaiah the prophet lived during the reign of these kings and he said of the people 
at this time, “ISA 29:13 The Lord says: "These people come near to me with their 
mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.  Their 
worship of me is made up only of rules taught by men.” 
 
That “missing something” is revealed to us in the description of the life of Ahaz 
and his son Hezekiah. 
 
2CH 29:1 Hezekiah was twenty-five years old when he became king… 2 He did what 
was right in the eyes of the LORD, just as his father David had done. 
 
Just as his father David had done.  7 little words with a major impact on 
thousands of lives.  These 7 words are missing from the description of the life of 
Joash. 
 
The Bible tells us that David was “a man after God’s own heart”.  In other words, 
David was not as interested in Doing what is right in the eyes of the LORD as he 
was in Pleasing the heart of the LORD.  David wanted to know God, love him, 
surrender to him, with all of his might, mind and heart. 
 
Religion can be a lot like the life of Joash.  A lot of people are “serving the 
LORD”, and perhaps even living lives that are right in the eyes of the LORD on 
the outside.  But many of us miss the Heart of God in the process of trying to 
live religious lives. 
 
How are you living for the LORD today?  Are you doing what is right in the eyes 
of the Lord just as David did.  Or are you simply just doing what is right in the 
eyes of the LORD. 
 
Is your devotion just a set of religious rules or are you aiming for the heart of 
God? 


