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Justifying Sin 
 
I recently saw an interview between a mother and father and their adult 
daughter.  The daughter, who no longer resides with her parents, lives a life that 
the Bible clearly characterizes as sin.  In speaking to the choices she has made 
with her life, the daughter stated: 
 

“I feel the way I have chosen to live my life was hardest for my father to 
accept, because he is a born again Christian.” 

 
The parents were also interviewed.  The father’s response was:  
 

“I accept my daughters choices because I love her, Jesus never 
specifically showed any anger towards people who live their lives in this 
manner, in fact during his life you really only see him getting angry at 
lawyers.” 

 
The mother responded:  
 

“I love my daughter and my faith does not conflict at all with the choices 
that she has made.  God loves everyone and my faith teaches me that I 
too need to love everyone.  I don’t believe God is really concerned with 
what she is doing, because she is a loving and caring person and He loves 
her for that.” 

 
As I listened to these interviews I was struck by the level of justification these 
two “Born Again Christians” are able to muster towards sin.  I wondered what 
their reasoning might have been just a few years earlier, before someone they 
love made such choices.  However such levels of rationalization are not unusual 
among the human race.  Human beings have an incredible ability that enables us 
to believe whatever we want to believe regardless of mountains of evidence that 
might present itself to the contrary. 
 
We are able to convince ourselves of almost anything, with the passing of time.  
You may, for example speak to someone out of anger and say things you 
shouldn’t.  If you don’t address such an issue immediately, and the thoughts 
begin to turn around in your head, it is not long before you are able to convince 
yourself that your words actually weren’t that bad after all.  Soon you are telling 
yourself that in fact what you said wasn’t even wrong, it was the truth, that’s 
what it was, how can you be wrong for stating the truth?   
 
By the next day your words even become warranted in your own mind, 
something that needed to be said and fortunately you cared about this individual 
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enough to bring to the surface something that needs to be addressed in their 
lives. 
 
In the end, you become the hero of the story. 
 
This happens in our lives regardless of the severity of the sin we engage in. 
 
One late evening, King David’s series of choices brought him to a place of sinful 
desires and outright evil rebellion against God.  As he chose to continue watching 
a beautiful woman bathing, he made a decision to inquire about her.  The reply 
he is given is very clearly stated in 2 Samuel 11:2-3 
 

2SA 11:2 One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the 
roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman 
was very beautiful, 3 and David sent someone to find out about her. The 
man said, "Isn't this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of 
Uriah the Hittite?" 

 
There is no question in anyone’s mind as to the identity of this woman.  The 
messenger tells David, this is Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the WIFE of 
your friend Uriah. 
 
What follows is a marvel of the human faculty to rationalize away sin.  Verse 4 
tells us:  
 

4 Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept 
with her. (She had purified herself from her uncleanness.) Then she went 
back home 

 
What in the world could be going through David’s mind at this time? 
 
He is not where he was supposed to be, which is out to war with the army.  He’s 
engaging in potentially criminal and perverse behavior, watching this woman 
bathe in the privacy of her home (though on the roof), in the middle of the night.  
He’s sent men to find out who she is and learns she is the wife of one of his 
fighting men who is out to war where he is supposed to be.  And yet David still 
entertains the horrific idea of committing sinful adultery with this woman, and in 
his mind it is ok because, “She had purified herself from her uncleanness”. 
 
Well thank goodness for that… I mean imagine the obscenity of committing 
adultery with a woman who had not yet purified herself from her uncleanness? 
 
Bathsheba is probably bathing as part of the Jewish ceremonial cleansing 
required of a woman after she has finished her menstrual cycle. 
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Somehow in David’s mind, he has been able to justify his actions, reasoning that 
everything is OK because Bathsheba is now ceremonially clean again. 
As time passes in David’s life he manages to commit more egregious sins, 
eventually having Bathsheba’s husband murdered and yet manages to even 
justify these actions in his own mind so that he no longer feels the guilt of the 
sin he has engaged in. 
 
What an incredible example of the ability of mankind to rationalize away the guilt 
of sinful actions we choose to engage in. 
 
In the example of the interview with the daughter and her parents, we see a 
family of individuals who have managed to rationalize sin to the point where 
their understanding of the scriptures has been tainted.  Suddenly, even the Bible 
approves of the sinful choices they desire to engage in. 
 
As we read the words of eternal life, left to us by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
our abilities of rationalization allows us to misinterpret the simple words of the 
Bible, and draw conclusions that are obviously erroneous. 
 
Soon we are able to make statements like this:  
 

“I accept my daughters choices because I love her, Jesus never 
specifically showed any anger towards people who live their lives in this 
manner, in fact during his life you really only see him getting angry at 
lawyers.” 

 
At some point in David’s life he wrote these words (Psalm 4:4): 
 

PS 4:4 In your anger do not sin; when you are on your beds, search your 
hearts and be silent.  Selah 

 
That’s good advice… If only David would have heeded it as he lay awake in his 
own bed that fateful night. 
 
How do you look at the scriptures, in light of sin?  Do you look at scripture in a 
manner that allows you to justify what the Bible clearly declares as sin, or do you 
allow its simple meaning to direct, convict and transform your lifestyle as you 
submit to it? 
 
Hebrews 4:12-13 

HEB 4:12 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-
edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and 
marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 13 Nothing in all 
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creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare 
before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 

 


