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These are the Words 
 
In the 1981 Warner Bros film Clash of the Titans, a young hero, Perseus, son of Zeus, is 
sent on one impossible task after another to realize his dreams and find his destiny in 
life.  Each task he completes only leads to an even more impossible feat required to find 
fulfillment, raising the question to the rest of us mere mortals… is fulfillment in life only 
obtained by a select few heroic individuals who have miraculously ascended beyond the 
clouds and conquered mighty challenges beyond the seas? 
 
The fifth book of the Bible, Written by Moses, known to us as Deuteronomy actually 
answers this question for us. 
 
The book we call Deuteronomy derives its name from the Greeks, (Authors of the 
aforementioned mythological characters), who called it Deuteronomion, meaning, the 
second law.  
 
The Jews however, referred to it by another name.  They designated the book by the 
first two Hebrew words that occur, 'Elle haddabharim, translated "These are the words."   
 
DT 1:1 “These are the words Moses spoke to all Israel in the desert east of the Jordan…” 
 
Near the end of his writings, Moses brings this thought to a conclusion, answering the 
question raised earlier. 
 
Deuteronomy 30:11-15 
DT 30:11 Now what I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you or beyond your 
reach. 12 It is not up in heaven, so that you have to ask, "Who will ascend into 
heaven to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?" 13 Nor is it beyond the sea, 
so that you have to ask, "Who will cross the sea to get it and proclaim it to us so we 
may obey it?" 14 No, the word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so 
you may obey it.  DT 30:15 See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and 
destruction. 16 For I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in his 
ways, and to keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, 
and the LORD your God will bless you in the land you are entering to possess. 
 
What is Moses talking about? 
 
Verse 14 identifies that Moses is talking about “The Word”, he begins by saying …What 
I am commanding you today is not too difficult, not beyond your reach.  Translation – 
you don’t have to posses the auspices and talents of a superhero to obtain what you 
are searching for. 
 
He then goes on to mention 5 aspects of where this word is or is not. 
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1.  It is not up in heaven 
 
2.  It is not beyond the sea 
 
3.  The word is near you 
 
4.  It is in your mouth 
 
5.  It is in your heart 
 
The alluding concept in the first two statements is that of some improbable distance to 
travel and some impossible task to conquer.  It was not an uncommon idea for people 
to believe that the plan of God for their lives was beyond their human comprehension 
or ability to obtain.  In fact it is still a very prevalent thought today. 
 
But Moses says nothing could be further from the truth! 
 
He claimed the Word I am talking about is not unattainable or unreachable.  It’s not 
some unimaginable distance away from you, so that you couldn’t possibly find and 
retrieve it. 
 
In fact, he says, it is near you, it is in your mouth and in your heart, and it has been 
placed in this close proximity for one simple reason,  So you may obey it. 
 
When you obey it, it will bring you life and prosperity  --  However not obeying it 
will bring you Death and destruction. 
 
Then Moses reveals to the reader, the secret Word he has been alluding to.   
 
“I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his 
commands, decrees and laws.” 
 
Some people look at these statements and say, well Moses is talking about obeying the 
Hebrew Law.  It might as well be an impossible journey with unthinkable odds, because 
no one is able to completely even understand the Old Testament Law, much less obey 
it. 
 
Moses was not speaking of the Law however.  If he was, he could not have prefaced his 
statement by saying “Now what I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you 
or beyond your reach.” 
 
But rather he foretells the freedom, hope, and fulfillment in life that is possible through 
faith in Jesus Christ. 
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This is proven to us by the words of the author of the New Testament book of Romans. 
 
RO 10:5 Moses describes in this way the righteousness that is by the law: "The man who 
does these things will live by them." 6 But the righteousness that is by faith says: "Do 
not say in your heart, `Who will ascend into heaven?' " (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 
"or `Who will descend into the deep?' " (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But 
what does it say? "The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart," that is, 
the word of faith we are proclaiming: 9 That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is 
Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth 
that you confess and are saved.  
 
The writer of Romans shows us that Moses was talking about the gospel, 
when he directly quotes the words of Moses from Deuteronomy. 
 
He goes on to clearly reveal that “The Word” is “the word of faith we are proclaiming: 
That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” 
 
Because, he says, it is with your heart you believe and are justified and with your 
mouth you confess and are saved.  Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to 
shame. 
 
If you want to find fulfillment and purpose in life, you don’t need to undertake some 
impossible task or journey. 
 
“These are the words”, Moses says, “They are not too difficult or beyond your reach.” 


